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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township Committee.

Highways

The Highways Service has delivered the first year of the capital programme works 
for 2016/18 alongside patching works carried out using the extra funding from the 
Council. These works will improve traffic flow through the Pennines villages.

The following works, part of the capital programme, have commenced on 
Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 5 & 8 along with the retaining wall on Stansfield 
School. 

We have begun to replace and repair gullies and culverts within the Township

Library Service

Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; 
skills, jobs and business support; reading and literacy; early years and stronger 
families; preventing social isolation – particularly with the elderly.

Libraries across the borough provide residents with IT access and support.  The 
number of computers in Pennines’ libraries has greatly increased over the last few 
months, doubling in most libraries.  The number of PCs at Smallbridge, 
Littleborough, Smithy Bridge and Wardle Libraries have increased greatly allowing 
for training sessions to take place, whilst retaining drop in access for other IT users.

Community Safety

March saw the start of Operation Dragster which is Rochdale BC/Greater 
Manchester Police’s dedicated operation to tackle “off road bikes/quads” that ride 
illegally on moorland and public space within the Township. The area is given 
attention by GMP’s dedicated off road unit which is a team of experienced 
motorbike riders that are able to go off road to challenge and arrest offenders. The 
Police also have the powers to seize and crush bikes that are found to be illegally 
using public land. Typical offences that are also committed whilst riding on 
moorland are, no insurance, drink / drug driving, riding an unsafe vehicle. Crime 
and Anti-Social Behaviour Officers work in partnership with Neighbourhood Police 
to tackle this menace and are regularly out gathering information from the public on 
this such as the vehicles that actually bring the bikes to the moorland such as 
company vehicles – these companies are then written to by the Council in an 
attempt to disrupt this type of activity. 



Work tackling anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the Private Housing Sector continues 
which includes tenants in private rented property, and owner occupiers. Crime and 
Anti-Social Behaviour Prevention Officers are dealing with a particularly challenging 
eviction in Littleborough where mental health issues are underpinning the ASB, it 
has been necessary to work in partnership with NHS and Mental Health 
professionals to try and progress the case. 

This quarter has also seen Officers working with businesses in the Hurstead area 
of the Township tackling persistent ASB that is having a detrimental effect on 
business in the area. Tenants have received warning interviews and letting agents 
have been pursued whilst trying to disrupt this type of behaviour. The area has also 
benefited from an Environmental clean-up. After the clean-up tenants have then 
been re-educated on how to dispose / re-cycle their domestic waste. 

Youth Service

From January up until now here are a few things that Youth Groups sessions have 
taken part in and achieved -
 Like many other young people, they voted in the Youth Parliament elections
 They wanted to be more involved in the running of the youth club now they’ve 

settled in and set up their own tuck shop, agreeing their roles, prices etc
 They met with the nature staff from Hollingworth Lake Visitors Centre and made 

many bird feeds between them to take home.  They also did some fun 
education about nature, identifying birds, how to recognise them, where to see 
them and how to monitor which ones use the bird feeds they made 

 As a build up for the International Women’s Day Event, they discussed ‘sexual 
harassment in schools’.  They looked at what exactly it was and what needs 
doing about it.  They also prepared their drama to perform at the event to 
demonstrate an example of sexual harassment in schools to hopefully start 
discussion.

 After a few weeks of preparation, they attended the IWD event last week and 
participated in decorating cakes, henna, art work, quizzes on women, making 
healthy wraps, making a pledge on something they will do to ‘be bold for 
change’, meeting and cohering with peers from across the borough, donating 
money to Kiva (over £80 raised for women in total) and presenting their drama 
piece.  

 Young people at Smallbridge have been engaged in a partnership project with 
Rochdale cycling Club, Sparth Youth Club and GM Police. The project led by 
Rochdale Youth Service with the aim of increasing young people’s active 
participation in cycling. It is hoped that through the projects these young people 
will generate a passion for cycling and keep away from activities such as the 
antisocial motorised vehicles (mopeds). Young people have also attended 
workshops based on antisocial behaviour, road safety and first aid.

 Additionally the young people from Smallbridge have partaken in the Holocaust 



Memorial Project where they worked cohesively with young people from 
Middleton to create amazing art work which was on display at the Number One 
Riverside building as well as in the Town Hall. 

 Young people from Milnrow have been engaged in both sessional based youth 
work and with detached youth work. Youth workers continue to engage the 
young people with informal educational discussions based upon anti-social 
behaviour and the dangers of drugs and alcohol. The youth service staff has 
identified these issues as causing the most concern to them when engaging 
with the young people. The Youth Service Mobile Youth bus has been used to 
engage with young people from Belfield and Stansfield, the session is growing 
in its popularity and attracts a diverse group of young people. 

 Finally, young people from the Pennines have successfully given up their time 
over the February Half Term holidays to achieve the First Aid at Work 
Certificate, this three day course has enabled the young people to learn skills to 
provide effective first aid to those suffering life threatening symptoms such as 
heart attack, shock, choking, severe burns etc.  The young people have also 
attended the training awareness sessions of using the defibrillator.  

Township Community News

Wardle Bowling & Memorial Garden
Following the successful renovation of the paths, perimeter wall and drainage at the 
Club and Memorial Gardens a new flag pole and Memorial bench have now been 
installed; they make a great addition to this popular community facility. Funding has 
also been approved to install signage on the Pavilion, this will give the location an 
identity and will finalise the renovation project.

The Cray Traffic Calming  
In response to residents’ concerns, Township funding has recently been approved 
to replace the existing out dated chicanes on The Cray. Speed cushions will be 
introduced in the area along with the introduction of a 20mph speed limit. The 
scheme will improve safety for the residents and for all road users.

Pennines Talented Athletes 
Water Polo and Underwater Hockey talented athletes have received Township 
grants as a contribution towards funding their overseas trips to represent Team GB 
in their sports. Travel to Serbia and Tasmania are among the trips planned for later 
in the year, we are extremely proud of our talented young people and wish them 
every success in their competitions. 

Tunshill Golf Club Refurbishment
The club were successful in their recent application for a Township grant to improve 
facilities for junior members and the local community. The project involves 
establishing a store area for their junior members’ equipment, creating a 
segregated junior area, installing a fire escape and improving safety both internally 
and externally. The club is keen to encourage youth participation to increase health 
and wellbeing for the younger generation and to provide a positive activity. 

Hare Hill House
Ward funding has been granted to MoorEnd Development Trust to enable the 
repair of the electric roller shutters, the roller shutter motors need replacing to 
enable all the shutters to be raised. The works will include the fitting of isolation 



switches to avoid the current problem of motors burning out when the shutters fail 
to operate correctly. The works will ensure that the room benefits from the 
wonderful views out into the Park whilst also ensuring that the maximum available 
natural light is available, making a substantial difference to the quality of the room, 
whilst also maintaining the security of the building. 

Councillor John Blundell
Pennines Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township 
Committee


